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EDITORIAL COM IV E N T

Laparoscopic living donor nephrectomy is the gold standard for performing live donor nephrectomies, however, there is no consensus
as to the best variation of the technique. In this single center retrospective study, the authors have described their hand-assisted
laparoscopic retroperitoneal donor nephrectomy technique and outcomes in 507 consecutive donors over a 14-year period. The
authors have completed their procedures with low morbidity and short operative times, and with safe removal of either the right
(33.7%) or left kidney (66.7%), regardless of vascular anatomy with minimal warm ischemia time, without the need for conversion
to open procedure. Lack of venous thrombosis in right donor nephrectomies and only one incisional hernia development are of
importance in contradiction to previously reported series. However, the retrospective nonrandomized nature of the study prevents
making rigid conclusions.
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