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EDITORIAL COMMENT
Active malignancy is a contraindication to kidney transplantation (KT) since immunosuppression may exacerbate an underlying 
malignancy. In this single center retrospective cohort study, the authors aimed to evaluate the incidence of urothelial carcinoma 
(UC) in end-stage renal disease (ESRD) patients presenting for KT work up and establish the incidence of UC in ESRD patients with 
atypical urinary cytology. Out of 703 patients, 430 ESRD patients with sufficient urine had been screened with urinary cytology and 
those with atypical cytology (151patients, 35%) or risk factors for bladder cancer had undergone cystoscopy. A total of 6 (0.85%) 
patients (only 3 with atypical cytology) were found to have bladder cancer and treated with transurethral resection of the bladder 
and eventually underwent KT. One patient, who had been diagnosed with high-grade non-muscle invasive bladder cancer during 
double-J stent removal after KT, progressed to metastatic disease. The rate of atypical cytology in ESRD population in this study (35%) 
was high compared to that in the general population, which has been reported as low as 1.9%. However, lack of high-grade lesions 
in this study makes it hard to exclude urinary cytology in the evaluation of these patients. The results of this study indicate that 
the incidence of bladder cancer is higher in ESRD patients compared to that in the general population, however, in this population, 
atypical cytology alone should not be an indication for cystoscopy. 
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